
Board Meeting Minutes 

September 27, 2007 
 

Call to Order - Board meeting was called order at 6:17 pm by Becky Cote. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance - Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call - Mary Ann Shapiro, acting secretary, took roll. There are twenty-one 

members on the school board. There were 13 members present. Attendance fell short of 

the quorum of 15 needed to vote on Action Items.  

 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Those present accepted the agenda as written. 

 

Hearing of the Public 
 

Becky asked if there were any issues or questions that anyone present wished to bring 

forth for discussion. There were no general issues or questions raised by those present. 

 

Action Items 
 

Because there was not a quorum, no Action Items could be voted on. There was one 

question on item three, Ratification of 06-07 OGCS Budget Cash Flow statement, asked 

by a member the secretary was unable to identify. The question was asked, “Why did the 

board not receive a copy of the 06-07 OGCS Budget Cash Flow statement?” Becky 

thought that this item was only to be sent to the Finance Committee of the Board. 

Returning board members said that everyone had received a copy of the budget last year. 

Becky will send a copy of the Budget to all the board members before the next meeting. 

 

The meeting dates, which are posted at the school website,  are as follows:  

 

December 12, 2007 

March 12, 2008 

May 14, 2008 

 

Discussion items 
 

A - Duties of Board Members – Becky read “The Role of the OGCS Board Member”, 

an attachment sent to each board member, to remind and review with the board their 

duties. There were no questions or comments from those present. 

 

B - Review of the Brown Act for the Board by Becky Cote – Becky reviewed the 

Brown Act for the board and explained how we were complying with that act. 



 

She reviewed Robert’s Rules for the board meeting to reiterate that attendance by phone, 

conference call meetings,  was according to the rules. All votes will take place during 

these conference calls by roll call, there could be no secret ballots.  

 

Someone from the school must be physically present at the school site for each meeting. 

Mary Ann Shapiro, Educational Liaison, is that person. She will be physically at the 

school site for each meeting.  

 

Rachel Woff asked what was the purpose of fundraising for our school. Becky explained 

that the instructional funds allocated to the school by the state had to be spent on 

instruction which took place within the state of California. Any out of state instructional 

events would have to be paid for by fundraising. Also, any extra needs, like prizes at test 

sites, would have to be paid for by donation or fundraising. The moneys collected 

through fundraising or by donation to the school would be allocated by board decision. 

Persons could submit proposals for the use of these funds for the board’s approval.  

 

Two forms of fundraising were discussed. The first was eScrip, which the school signed 

up for last year. The second is a new program from Savemart, which involves the use of a 

Savemart card that would earmark purchases made by cardholders, of which 3% would 

be donated to the institution of the card members choosing. This program is new and the 

school is just now looking into registering in it.   

 

C – WASC Information – Becky read a letter from WASC stating that OGCS had been 

granted full accreditation until “such time as accreditation lapses”. The advantages of 

accreditation were explained to the board. This phrase can now be added to our 

transcripts and it gives OGCS more respect in the educational community. For a school to 

get full accreditation the first time they apply is highly unusual, and this reflects the hard 

work everyone at OGCS is doing to enable the school successfully fulfill its goals.  

 

D - Enrollment Report – Becky reported that, as of May 2007, attendance was 530 

students. To date, enrollment is 678 students. The directors project attendance as topping 

700 by mid-year. The school is actively recruiting new teachers.  

 

E - Assign Chairs for each of the committees – Becky introduced Mary Ann Shapiro as 

the Educational Liaison for OGCS to the community. Mary Ann would be the local 

representative of the school to interact with the board and families of OGCS. She will be 

working with the Committee Chairs as they work through school business.  

 

The Committee Chairs for the board were reviewed from last year and set for this year.  

 

Finance Committee – Last year the committee chair was Phil Mills. He was not present 

at this meeting, but John Willberger said he had spoken with Mr. Mills and that Mr. Mills 

expressed an interest in serving again as chair.  

 



WASC Committee – Last year Nancy Garbini was chair of this committee. She was 

present at the meeting and stated that she had never been contacted as to her duties. 

Becky explained that the WASC committed had granted full preliminary accreditation to 

OGCS after they reviewed out paperwork, so the committee did not have any duties to 

perform. However, in the next three years, there would be duties which the committee 

would need to complete in preparation for the next WASC accreditation visitation.  

Nancy agreed to continue working on the committee and Debbie Schatmeier will assist 

her. 

 

GEA Committee – Mary Griffith, who was on this committee last year, agreed to stay as 

chair and assist Janelle Brewer, who is the coordinator of GEAs for OGCS.  

 

Grants and Fundraising Committee – No volunteers  

 

Graduation Committee – Michelle Price chaired this committee with the assistance of 

Sue Nichols. 

 

Coordinating test site prizes for students – No volunteers 

 

Yearbook Committee – Becky stated that since this was a parent driven school, a 

yearbook would have to be instigated and completed by the parents. There were no 

volunteers from the board to chair this committee. 

 

John Wilberger introduced himself as the District Liaison from Ocean Grove Charter 

School to San Lorenzo School District. He will be attending the school district meetings 

to promote and protect the interests of OGCS. 

 

Having completed discussion of non-action items,  Becky thanked everyone for coming 

and being so patient with the glitches in getting the conference call started.  

 

She informed the board of the hiring of the new school secretary, Gina Billington, who 

would be running the Resource Center for OGCS.  

 

Adjourn 
 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Becky Cote and seconded by Mary Ann 

Shapiro. The meeting was adjourned at 6:41pm. 

 

These minutes submitted by Mary Ann Shapiro 

9/28/07 

 


