
Ocean Grove Charter School  
Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

February 3, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

Ocean Grove Charter School Resource Center 
16900 Highway 9, Boulder Creek, CA 95006 

Teleconference Locations are listed at the bottom of the agenda.  
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER Julia Keller 7:15 pm 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Julia Keller 

 
3. INTRODUCTIONS/WELCOME/ROLL CALL Following IEM Administration present: Brandy 

Anderson, Cynthia Rachel, Burke Wallace. Following officers present: Julia Keller (President), 
Kim Beaumont (Secretary). A quorum of council members were present. 

 
4. HEARING OF THE PUBLIC No issues brought before the public. 

 
 

5. REPORTS  
a. IEM Report  

i. Welcome Back Message - Cyndi Rachel 
1. Appreciations to the Parent Council for attending and establishing 

quorum. 
ii. Staffing Updates - Burke Wallace and Dr. Brandy Anderson 

1. New this year are Kim Evans (former ES), Assistant Director of Guidance; 
Dr. Jamie DeWitt, Teacher Support Services Coordinator; Cherie Brown, 
Interdisciplinary Coordinator  

iii. New High Risk Activity Options - Cyndi Rachel 
1. More options for gymnastics classes that include rebounding as well as 

archery classes so long as the vendor is willing to add Ocean Grove and 
IEM as additional insured on their insurance.  

iv. Mobile Science Lab/Project Lead the Way Curriculum - Dr. Brandy 
Anderson 

1. This new program will allow A-G students to access a science lab or art 
class through a customized 32’ trailer set up as a classroom. Will allow for 
engineering, computer science, and design classes. Class sizes will be 
12-14 students each and will meet regularly at same location. Park 
locations encourage families to develop their relationships with OG 
community. 

2. 12-14 Ocean Grove ESs have expressed interest in specialized training in 
the implementation of PLTW curriculum. 



v. Assessment Updates (iReady and State Assessments) - Melissa Valdez 
1. CAASP scores for all grade levels in ELA were at or above state 

averages. Math scores were at or above grade level for 5, 7, 8th grade. 
Math scores for grades 3, 4, 6, and 11 were only 4% short of state 
average, possibly because many of our 11th grade students are no longer 
taking math classes, having met the graduation requirement. 

2. iReady Scores: 86% of 1st-11th grade students were on/above or 
emerging grade level in Reading. 79% of students were on/above or 
emerging grade level in Math.  

vi. WASC Update - Cyndi Rachel 
1. This is a WASC review year. Visiting team arriving soon. Will review the 

250-page self study document that was drafted by IEM/OGCS as well as 
meet with teachers, parents, and students to obtain a good picture of how 
our school works and how effective it is for our students.  

2. All parents, especially Parent Council, is welcome to attend the WASC 
Kick-Off meeting Monday, February 8 from 2-4:00 p.m. at the Community 
Foundation Building, Aptos, CA. Children are welcome. WASC team 
wants to connect with parents. 

3. Following day, there will be sit down sessions with WASC team, who are 
interested in meeting with Parent Council, high school students, and 
parents of high school students. Sit down sessions will meet at the 
Fairfield Inn in Capitola, CA. 

4. WASC team will also attend selected learning record meetings, Project 
Lead the Way classes. 

5. Goal is to be approved for a 6-year “Clean”, meaning 6-year accreditation 
with no need for 3-year check up.  

vii. Parent Council By-laws - Cyndi Rachel  
1. New By-Laws were provided to each Parent Council member. Please 

familiarize yourself with By Laws and forward any questions to Cynthia 
Rachel (crachel@ieminc.org), Julia Keller, or Kim Beaumont. 

 
 

6. ACTION ITEMS 
a. Approval of Parent Council members to serve as the Governing Board for the 

2015-16 school year: Catherine Aylesworth, Michelle Murillo, Tiffany Nagel, Brenda 
Silver and Sue Sutherlin 

i. Cynthia Rachel described the purpose of the Governing Board; namely that it 
allows for policy required by statute to be voted on promptly without the challenge 
of meeting a quorum for a board of 29 members. The Parent Council continues to 
be valuable in that it provides a wide representation of the OGCS parent body 
and allows for parents to provide feedback and ideas to the school while being 
involved in sub-committees. 

Motion to approve:_________Kristen Andry________________ 
Seconded by: ______________Andria Brinson______________ 
Vote outcome: Passed unanimously by roll call vote 

mailto:crachel@ieminc.org


 
b. Approval of Minutes from the February 24, 2015 Parent Council Meeting 

Motion to approve:___________Sue Sutherlin______________ 
Seconded by: _______________Tiffny Nagel______________ 
Vote outcome:  Passed with majority vote; 4 abstained.  
 

c. Approval of Minutes from the March 2, 2015 Parent Council Meeting 
Motion to approve:______Tiffny Nagel_____________________ 
Seconded by: ___________Sue Sutherlin__________________ 
Vote outcome: Passed by majority vote, 2 abstained 

 
7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Complaint Resolution Policy--Cynthia Rachel 
i. Cynthia introduced the revised protocol of the Complaint Resolution Policy. 

Forms are now available online to submit a formal complaint, both parent to 
school as well as staff to staff concerns.  

ii. Please address concerns with Advisor first. You can obtain Advisor contact 
information from the school. If outcome from Advisor contact in unsatisfactory, 
follow the Complaint Resolution Policy and submit form. 

b. Plagiarism Policy--Cynthia Rachel 
i. The OGCS Plagiarism Policy was revised to include more appropriate 

consequences for the specific school model Ocean Grove offers (i.e., suspension 
would not apply). The following levels of consequences have been established 
and include cheating (using Answer Keys, not one’s own understanding) when 
submitting school work: 

1. The first offense is considered unintentional and will be used as a 
teaching opportunity to learn about proper citations, etc. 

2. The second offense would result in a lower grade or no credit for the 
assignment. 

3. The third offense would bring into question whether an independent study 
situation is best for the student. 

4. Considerations of consequences is left to the professional discretion of 
the ES and Advisor and may include requiring the student to re-do the 
assignment. 

c. Parent Council Members’ Reports 
i. Highlights of opportunities your family has used this year 

1. Vendors 
2. Project Lead The Way 
3. GEAs 
4. Others… 

a. Parents shared about positive experiences they had with specific 
music instructors and acting classes in the Monterey and Santa 
Cruz areas as well shared a possible vendor opportunity for 
students with special needs to participate in synchronized swim 
classes designed for students with ADHD and other challenges. 

https://docs.google.com/a/ieminc.org/document/d/1d9vEj2Er1KfVcmi3VEviuXoHNzz-eFKAXpzLIxDqz4w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ieminc.org/document/d/1xRKVV-Epg2usKm38WrKAJFj3hWgGuwdg70ny0LqCSwo/edit?usp=sharing


b. Parents’ questions about how vendors are approved were 
addressed. 

c. Positive feedback was offered regarding the recent Human Origins 
GEA.  

d. Joyce Ling asked about grant writing opportunities. Cynthia 
Rachel said if a parent wanted to spearhead the project and give 
her at least a 2-week lead time, she would present the grant to 
Advisory Council and financial team to determine if the grant was 
in alignment with our school’s needs by determining the 
restrictions and expectations involved. 

d. Parent Council Committees--Julia Keller 
Parent Council Members will receive a form to sign up for a sub-committee: 

i. GEAs: This committee helps to search for GEA opportunities. Also can help 
manage ticket handling, etc. 

ii. Fundraising This sub-committee can look into fundraising options that provide 
monies for “extras” such as graduation decorations, etc. Box Tops for Education 
has been dropped for Ocean Grove because the participation/box top receipt 
volume was not cost efficient for the amount our school received and had to pay 
staff to count box tops. 

iii. WASC This committee will be of service in the future when WASC team needs to 
meet with focus groups/parents.  

 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND MEETING DATE 

a. Frequency of Parent Council Meetings-Julia Keller 
i. Ideally, Parent Council will meet 3-4 times per school year on as-needed basis. 

Minimum required meetings per By Laws is two meetings per year. 
b. Current Vacancies on the Parent Council-Julia Keller 

i. Please spread the news to OG parents you know that opportunities are  
available to serve on the Parent Council. We have four more vacancies for the 

current school year. Parents can contact Kim Beaumont (kbeaumont@ieminc.org) or 
Julia Keller (jkeller@ieminc.org) for more information regarding service on the Parent 
Council. 

 
   ADJOURN: 8:45 pm 
 

 
Teleconference Locations: 
 

● 163 Marcela Dr Watsonville, CA 95076 
● 7005 Via Cordura, San Jose CA 95139 
● 664 Vinemaple Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
● 1657 Shenandoah Ave, Milpitas Ca, 95035 
● 641 Front Street, Soledad, CA  
● 720 Laurel Ave., Burlingame, CA 94010 

 

mailto:kbeaumont@ieminc.org
mailto:jkeller@ieminc.org

